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Samantha Moore

From: Nolan Ming <nming@mcminnvilletn.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 1:45 PM
To: Rachel Kirby; Samantha Moore; rsparkman@mcminnvilletn.gov
Subject: FW: Breakfast Rotary River Safety Program
Attachments: Hannah Bailey and family hanging signs 2 on Collins River.jpg; Rescue Squad hanging signs on 

Barren Fork River July 2018.jpg; Bridge Sign.pdf; BF04-BF15 & HC01-HC05.jpg

Is it too late to add this to the agenda for next Tuesday? 
 

From: rkillebrew@blomand.net [mailto:rkillebrew@blomand.net]  
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 12:43 PM 
To: nming@mcminnvilletn.gov; rachelkirby@Blomand.net; smccord@mcminnvilletn.gov 
Cc: 'Janie Robbins'; hkbailey622@gmail.com; Debbie Sain; kkemezis@mcminnvilletn.gov; bigb@blomand.net 
Subject: Breakfast Rotary River Safety Program 
 
Dear City of McMinnville: 
 
McMinnville Breakfast Rotary Club has been cleaning the rivers in Warren County for 14 years and removed over 50 tons 
of garbage and items such as washing machines, stoves, TVs, etc.. from our rivers and have grown from 3 miles of river 
cleanup with 35 volunteers to 57 miles of river with 330 volunteers.  This has become so large to organize, manage and 
fund, so last year we established an Adopt‐A‐mile of River program for organizations, clubs, churches, etc. to adopt a 
mile of river to cleanup in addition to our regular cleanup day.  This new system also has a major component for SAFETY 
on the rivers.  The Safety system has been developed in conjunction with the 911 Center, TWRA, TWA, the Rescue 
Squad, TN Tech, and Cumberland River Compact.    The system has four Phases, described briefly below.  Hannah Bailey 
and I would like to request to attend your meeting on Tuesday to explain and get approval and assistance to locate the 
kiosk locations explained below at the Public Access areas within the City.   Other locations are in the process of 
modeling our SAFETY RIVER SYSTEM within their counties.  Sparta and White County have already started implementing 
this entire Phased system with our guidance and are using it also as an enhancement to encourage tourism with this 
SAFETY system on the river as a plus for tourists.  Once we have the entire system implemented, brochures for tourism 
can also be made.   
 
For Phase I of the SAFETY system, there are signs at every mile along the three rivers of Barren Fork, Collins River, and 
Hickory Creek  90 miles of River.  (See attached sign with Hannah Bailey Eagle Scout project hanging the signs for 45 
miles of river).  Mike Corley, Julia Rhoady and the Rescue Squad also volunteered to hang signs on the Barren Fork River 
and Hickory Creek.  These signs are 14 feet about the river to accommodate for floods and serve several purposes:   
               1).  Contains a 4 digit code (Example, BF05 means that you are on the Barren Fork River and 5 miles from the 
mouth of the river, CL is for the Collins River and HC is for Hickory Creek)  
               2).  The GPS coordinates for every sign has now been entered into the 911 Software system, under the guidance 
of Chuck Haston, Director.  This allows the 911 Center and the Rescue Squad to locate those in trouble quickly. Most 
callers  
                      Did not know where they were by land or water and made rescue difficult.  Due to the trees and the rock 
walls a GPS system often bounced off of rock walls and sent the wrong location for rescue. 
 
Phase II is to hang signs on the bridges below the road and visible only from the water and not from the road.  These 
signs have been developed and the $4000 bill paid through grants from TVA and TWRA and fundraisers for 
Rotary.  Attached is a sign which has the name of the bridge, the name of the river and the 4 digit SAFETY code.  This 
addition will enhance the ability of the boater to recognize and remember their locations and present that to 911 if help 
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is needed.  Attached is one of these signs that are ready to be hung on bridges in Warren County.  TDOT has volunteered 
to hang the signs.    
 
Phase III is to put a kiosk type sign at each public access area in Warren County with a map developed by TWRA to 
remind boaters to remember the code where they put in the river and to watch for the signs along the way for SAFETY 
purposes.  These KIOSK will be modeled after the kiosks that the City installed for the Bigbee Trail.  The Kiosk were too 
expensive for Rotary to buy so we put the 3rd Phase on hold.  Recently, I received a call from Hannah Bailey who has 
applied for another Eagle Scout project and it has been approved.  This project consists of she and her team building the 
kiosks and installing them at each public access point in Warren County that will contain a map (see attached example 
produced by TWRA that  would be similar to the one for Pepper Branch Park BF04‐BF15 and HC01‐HC05 ).   I have 
attached Hannahs Eagle scout project for your review.  We have already set up an account at ACE hardware for Rotary 
to pay the entire cost and ACE has agreed to ensure that Hannah has good products to work with and can be easily 
picked up when she needs the products.   
 
Phase IV is being led by the County Commissioner, Rob Hennessee, the Water Rescue Entry Points (WREP) and is in 
progress of being implemented.   
 
Thank you for your time and I apologize for the length of this message but the system is comprehensive and all parts are 
important to its success.  Please contact me below. 
 
Rachel Killebrew 
931 808‐3419 
rkillebrew@blomand.net 
 
 











REGULAR SESSION 
 

April 14, 2020 
 
 

The Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of McMinnville, Tennessee, met in regular 

session April 14, 2020 at approximately 7:00 p.m. The meeting was held electronically under the 

guidelines as set out in Governor Bill Lee’s Executive Order No. 16, signed March 20, 2020, which 

suspends the requirements of the Tennessee Open Meetings Act (“TOMA”) to the extent necessary 

to allow any governing body subject to the requirements of TOMA to meet and conduct essential 

business by electronic means if the body determines meeting electronically is necessary to protect 

the health, safety, and welfare of Tennesseans in light of COVID-19 pandemic. It allows members 

of the governing body to participate and vote in public meetings without being physically present 

to protect public health; safety, and welfare and prevent the spread of COVID-19. This is a 

temporary measure that expires on May 18, 2020, unless further action is taken by the Governor. 

All public notices, as outlined in the order, were followed and the meeting was on Facebook 

LIVE. 

Present were: Mayor Ben Newman, Vice Mayor Ryle Chastain, Aldermen Kate Alsbrook, 

Everett Brock, Steve Harvey, Rachel Kirby. Absent: Alderman Mike Neal. Others present: Nolan 

Ming, City Administrator; Shirley Durham, City Recorder; Tim Pirtle, City Attorney, and 

members of the news media and press. 

The meeting was presided over by the Honorable Mayor Ben Newman, with Shirley 

Durham recording the action taken at the meeting. 

Mayor Newman called the meeting to order and stated this meeting was being held 

electronically under the guidelines of Governor Bill Lee’s Executive Order No. 16 in order to 

protect public health, safety and welfare and prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 

 Mayor Newman stated that written copies of the minutes of the regular session of March 

10, 2020, and the called session of March 18, 2020, had been sent to each member of the Board of 

Mayor and Aldermen previously. He asked if any member of the Board wished to make any 

corrections, additions, or modifications to the minutes. 

Motion was made by Mr. Chastain to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the regular 

session and approve them as written. The motion was seconded by Mr. Brock and upon call of the 



roll Aldermen Alsbrook, Brock, Chastain, Harvey, Kirby and Mayor Newman voted aye. Voting 

Nay: None. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Mr. Chastain to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the called 

session and approve them as written. The motion was seconded by Mr. Brock and upon call of the 

roll Aldermen Alsbrook, Brock, Chastain, Harvey, Kirby and Mayor Newman voted aye. Voting 

Nay: None. Motion carried. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

No visitors expressed a desire to address the Board. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Motion was made by Mr. Brock to approve a request from Cassell Galligan-Davis, 

Executive Director, Children’s Advocacy Center, for the use of the Court Square Grassy Lot to 

show their support for child abuse victims by painting the Grassy Lot blue with blue pinwheels. 

Each pinwheel represents a child abuse victim. The Evening Exchange Club will also create their 

Field of Flags display which is also representative of Child Abuse Prevention. The displays will 

be from April l8th to April 25th.  

The motion was seconded by Mr. Chastain and upon call of the roll Aldermen Alsbrook, 

Brock, Chastain, Harvey, Kirby and Mayor Newman voted aye. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

carried. 

PETITIONS 

There were no petitions. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 There was no unfinished business. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Motion was made by Mr. Chastain to approve Mayor Newman’s reappointment of Sam 

Martin, Jr. to another 4 years term on the Board of Public Utilities. The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Harvey and upon call of the roll Aldermen Alsbrook, Brock, Chastain, Harvey, Kirby and 

Mayor Newman voted aye. Voting Nay: None. Motion carried. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution No. 2105, a resolution to authorize the City of McMinnville, Tennessee to 

accept the State Wide Contract # 209-64470 bid from Ford of Murfreesboro for two (2) F-250 

Super Cab 4x4 in the total amount of $55,354.00 for the City of McMinnville Public Works 



Department; to authorize the City Administrator of the City of McMinnville to issue the necessary 

purchase order on behalf of the City of McMinnville; and to express the time when the resolution 

becomes effective was introduced for adoption. 

Due to the unknown amount of revenue that will be lost due to COVID-19 motion was 

made by Mr. Brock to table Resolution No. 2105 and consider the purchase at a later date. The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Chastain and upon call of the roll Aldermen Alsbrook, Brock, 

Chastain, Harvey, Kirby and Mayor Newman voted aye. Voting Nay: None. Motion carried. 

ORDINANCES 

Ordinance No. 1795, an ordinance of the City of McMinnville, Tennessee, to change the 

zoning classification of a property located on Yager Road, Map 050J, Group A, Parcel 005.01, 

from R-1 Low Density Residential District to R-2 Medium Density Residential; and to express the 

time for this ordinance to become effective was introduced for second and final. 

 Motion was made by Mr. Chastain to pass Ordinance No. 1795 on second and final reading. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Brock and upon call of the roll Aldermen Alsbrook, Brock, 

Chastain, Harvey, Kirby and Mayor Newman voted aye. Voting Nay: None. Motion carried. 

Ordinance No. 1796, an ordinance of the City of McMinnville, Tennessee, to change the 

zoning classification of a property located on Yager Road, Map 050J, Group A, Parcel 005.02, 

from R-1 Low Density Residential District to R-2 Medium Density Residential; and to express the 

time for this ordinance to become effective was introduced for second and final reading. 

 Motion was made by Mr. Brock to pass Ordinance No. 1796 on second and final reading. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Chastain and upon call of the roll Aldermen Alsbrook, Brock, 

Chastain, Harvey, Kirby and Mayor Newman voted aye. Voting Nay: None. Motion carried. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS  

 Scott McCord, Parks and Recreation Director, reported his employees had been busy 

working on the pool, the ballfields, mowing and picking up trash at the parks. 

 Police Chief Bryan Denton reported they had changed their shifts around to better protect 

their officers from COVID-19. 

 Public Works Director Frank Southard reported they were continuing to pick up garbage 

and brush from the weekend storms. 

 Ricky Morton reported everything was going good at the Water and Sewer Department. 



 Mayor Newman stated they needed to let customers know that the city was not cutting off 

services for non-payment of water bills at this time, but the bills will have to be paid. They will 

not be reduced or forgiven. Arrangements can be made to make payments if needed, but bills will 

still have to be paid. 

 Administrator Ming showed the board a map of West Elementary School’s layout of their 

new fence. In order to keep off their pavement, the base for the gate pole will extend a little onto 

the City’s property. He stated he did not see a problem with this because it would not interfere 

with anything. Mayor Newman stated he saw no problem with it either. 

 Mr. Ming stated he would check to see if the city would still have access to the fenced-in 

area during ball season for parking. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Mayor Newman stated he was still waiting to replace the time capsule in the wall at City 

Hall. The contractor should be here this week or next week to replace the stone and finish the 

repairs. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 

 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
City Recorder      Mayor 




